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This year, Juneteenth carries extraordinary weight — a moment for remembrance, solidarity,
and renewed commitment.

What Is Juneteenth?
Juneteenth — June 19 — is the national holiday commemorating the end of slavery in the United States. On that date
in 1865, enslaved people in Galveston, Texas finally received word of their freedom, more than two years after the
Emancipation Proclamation. It is a day of profound joy, cultural pride, and sober reflection on the long arc of justice.

Pope Leo XIV and the Historic Apology for Slavery
This Juneteenth is especially poignant in light of Pope Leo XIV's recent encyclical, in which he takes full responsibility
for the Catholic Church's historic complicity in the slave trade. His words deserve to be heard:

“Neither can we deny or diminish the delay with which both society and the Church came to denounce the scourge
of slavery... It is impossible not to feel deep sorrow when contemplating the immense suffering and humiliation
endured by so many in stark contrast to their immeasurable dignity as persons infinitely loved by the Lord. For this, in
the name of the Church, I sincerely ask for pardon.”

— Pope Leo XIV

The encyclical acknowledges that Church authorities historically regulated, legitimized, and participated in the
subjugation of enslaved people — calling this “a wound in Christian memory, one from which we cannot consider
ourselves detached.” Leo notes the Church reached a formal, universal condemnation of slavery only in the 19th
century under Pope Leo XIII, after a long era of inconsistency. In chapters on the digital economy, he warns that
algorithmic control and tech monopolies threaten to create “new forms of slavery.”

A Call to Vigilance and Action
The resurgence of white supremacy and profound racism in US political culture makes Juneteenth more important than
ever — calling us as a faith community to heightened vigilance and courageous action. We stand with all who work for
racial justice, reconciliation, and the full dignity of every human person.

Celebrate with your neighbors! See the back of this insert for Juneteenth events across Greater
Boston this week.
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GREATER BOSTON JUNETEENTH EVENTS
June 13 – 20, 2026

More events: meetboston.com/events/holidays/juneteenth
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